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Education Summit
June 5-6, 2025
Water Street Inn, Stillwater

AGENDA

Thursday, June 5, 2025 | 10 AM – 4 PM

9:45 AM	Welcome – Bingo Card

10:00 AM	Session: Trends & Emerging Tactics for DMOs in 2025
Brian Matson, TwoSix Digital 
Get up-to-date on all the latest trends in the world of digital marketing and tourism.  You’ll gain valuable insights about the nuances of various advertising platforms, what’s working, what’s not, and what you need to do to get the very most out of your digital marketing efforts in 2025 and beyond.

11:00 AM	Session: Your Website: Is it fresh, relevant and atop users search results?
		Roger Sievers and Steve Gall, Siever’s Creative
In today’s ever-changing landscape, websites can get ignored, abandoned, and even forgotten. We’ll learn how to improve the user experience, SEO best practices, content must-haves and effective ways to address the long game of website maintenance. 

12:00 PM	Lunch

1:15 PM	Panel Discussion: Content Creators 
Panelists: Olivia Holm, Bloomington Travel & Tourism; Brinley Zoller, Mall of America; Taylor Hildreth, Taytakesatrip.com. Facilitated by: Rachel Thompson, Visit Greater St. Cloud
Content creators can be an integral part of your marketing plan by expanding your reach, engaging new audiences and enhancing visibility. What should you look for when working with a content creator? How do you measure return on investment?  This session will provide valuable insight into building mutually beneficial relationships with content creators.

2:15 PM	BREAK


2:30 PM	Session: Small Group Breakout with the Experts
Join a small group with our conference presenters and mine their expertise.  
Choose from Brian Mattson from TwoSix Digital, Roger Sievers with Sievers Creative or our Content Creator panelists to dig deeper into their areas of expertise. 

3:15 PM 	Legislative Wrap-Up 
Tony Kwilas joins us to provide a wrap-up (or update) of Minnesota’s 2025 legislative session and the status of the association’s priorities. 

3:45 PM	Adjourn

4:00 PM	Tipsy Trolley Tour of Stillwater
Meet in the lobby of the Water Street Inn for a 45-Minute tour of Stillwater while enjoying a locally made beverage.

5:00 PM	New Brand Launch Party and Reception
Join the party as we celebrate 40 years supporting Minnesota’s tourism professionals and launch our new brand and logo for the association! 

6:30 PM	Dinner at the Historic Freight House
		American cuisine at its finest on the best and biggest patio in Stillwater! 

8:00 PM	Evening Activities Continue

Friday, June 6, 2025 | 9 AM – 11:30 AM

8:50 AM	Welcome Back

9:00 AM 	Keynote: The Intangible It 
Jack Stahlmann, Don’t Flinch Guy 
By sharing his encounter with movie star, George Clooney, Jack examines the “it” quality that certain people seem to possess naturally.  Jack breaks this skill down in four-and-a -half simple steps. Find and nurture your own “it” factor.
 
10:00 AM	Break

10:15 AM	Session: Email Marketing Best Practices
		Brian Matson, TwoSix Digital 
Today’s email marketing is smart, actionable, and has great potential to be a driving force that supports your greater marketing objectives. Learn to leverage email marketing in a meaningful way as an integral part of your marketing strategy. 

11:30 AM	Closing Remarks/Adjourn
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